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non-communist countries. Standing in close association with
these democratic nations, we should play our part in stemming
communist expansionism in the world. Above all, we should strive
ceaselessly for the spiritual development of the individual and
for the strengthening of social virtues, in line with the high traditions
of Indian culture and of Gandhian principles.
All this was conducive to the clear-cut evolution of two political
blocs in our country. Indian rightists accorded an enthusiastic
welcome to the ideology of the Swatantra Party. There were some
in the Congress Party too who extended similar support. The
Swatantra Party ideology was an "American-Gandhian mix" that
many educated persons, white collar workers, and retired bureaucrats
found quite to their taste.
It was roughly around this time that the second general elections
ended; linguistic states had been organized, and a ministry under
Communist leadership had been established in Kerala.
The Communists had, by this time, developed inordinate faith in
the parliamentary system. I referred earlier to Dimitrov's view that
the system merely provided for occasional exchange of power among
groups belonging to the capitalistic-democratic circles and that it
offered no scope at all for the attainment of power by communists.
I now began to wonder whether Dimitrov's analysis was being shown
to be false.
Perhaps it was because of some such doubt that the rightist political
forces in India developed their communist phobia. The emergence of
a Communist ministry created an awkward situation for some.
Leftists in the Congress welcomed the development. Krishna Menon
and Jawaharlal Nehru gave their full blessing to the Communist
ministry. But Indira Gandhi, who was the president of the Indian
National Congress, was not part of the leftist group. Sometime later
the accuracy of Dimitrov's statement about the outer limits of the
parliamentary electoral system came to be demonstrated.
There took place in Kerala demonstrations and struggles against
the ministry on a scale that had never previously been witnessed in
any other state in India. Elements that were earlier poles apart came
together to oppose the Communists. Things came to such a pass that
had the Communists tried to cling on to power, they would have
had to give up their communist principles. Mass disturbances became
an every day feature of life in Kerala. The "law and order" situation.
deteriorated rapidly. The ruling group of Communists was reduced to